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Figure 8.8: Michael Herron’s estimate of ideological positions of voters
(solid line) and congressmembers (dashed lines) after the 2006 midrerm
elections, on a common left-right scale. The median position of the voters
is not far from the medians of the House of Representatives and the Senate,
but the distributions are clearly different, with voters in general being closer
to the center and congressmembers being more extreme (Democrats on the
left and Republicans on the right).
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