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So where does the fault lie?  In a 
National Geographic special on 
Hurricane Katrina, the people that 
had put the two hour segment 
together were rather honest and 
matter-of-fact in the presentation 
of all that went wrong and the very 
few things that went right.  A must 
see video for interested people. 

We’re beyond pointing fingers, at 
least we should be.  It is time to 
face up to the weaknesses and 
correct them in a hurry.  Congress 
brought out the Patriot Act in only 
a couple of weeks, so this should 
not be a sizeable task if they get 
the right people working on the 
project. 

Planning needs to be done at the 
local level on their dime, not at the 
expense of national taxpayers.  It 
would render a seriousness that 
has no monetary rewards or any 
chance for personal gains.  In 
fact, New Orleans had done an 
outstanding job on their plan, they 
just failed to implement it properly. 

The next level of responsibility is 
with the states.  Each state has 
their own unique catastrophes like 
tornadoes in Kansas, avalanches 
in Colorado, earthquakes on the 
west coast, particularly California 
and on and on.   

Here in the Upper Peninsula we 
have had snowstorms that dumped 
over six feet of snow in one pass-
ing.  Although we are prepared for 
it because we have the right equip-
ment and high caliber people to 
operate the equipment, we still 
need some form of assistance 
from others after a major snow 
event.  The big storm that hit the 
Sault Ste. Marie area required the 
help of the National Guard troops 
and their sizeable equipment to 
help get the area functioning 
again. 

The bottom-line, the state needs 
have a plan to respond to local 
catastrophes, have equipment and 
personnel prepared to respond to 
any unique situation corresponding 
to their state’s susceptibility. 

The failure of the 9-11 Commission 
to truthfully analyze all of the data 
at their disposal is indicative of a 
federal bureaucracy running 
amuck.  Rather than taking their 
jobs seriously, legislators have 
been bickering like third graders 
since President Bush took office 
on January 20, 2001.  All this is at 
the expense of the citizens and 
their constantly shrinking pocket 
books.  It’s time they grow up and 
start taking their citizen-entrusted 
positions seriously. 

On the tail of Katrina and Rita, we 
learned that there are major, really 
major, problems from the local 
government right down to the level 
of the federal government.  The 
ultimate conclusion is that there 
are plenty of documents, lots of 
taxpayers’ money being spent on 
practice and preparedness and an 
overwhelming consortium of well 
paid individuals who are allegedly 
experts in their field.  In reality, 
even a circus clown is far more 
ready for disaster then these guys. 
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Finally, the principles of last resort 
are at the federal level.  Their primary 
responsibility should be based at a 
regional level, not to specific states or 
cities.  In fact, it is better if none of 
the federal, or FEMA, operations are 
located within a susceptible area, but 
located on the fringes. 

FEMA needs to get together with the 
major disaster relief organizations 
like the Salvation Army, Red Cross 
and others.  Together they need to 
establish several regional clearing 
houses that would be responsible for 
maintaining an inventory of relief 
supplies, accepting and controlling 
monetary donations that flood in 
during a disaster and properly dis-
seminate the funds and spend only 
what is needed.  Establish teams of 
highly trained professionals and vol-
unteers ready for dispatch when a 
disaster occurs, including National 
Guard troops from their respective 
and adjoining states.  Equipment 
must be available or readily located 
and evacuation housing available at 
a moments notice.  Transportation, 
including access, is critical. 
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